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Hello Bride-to-be and Welcome!  This is such an exciting time for you! We 

are sure your mind is racing with all that needs to be planned. It’s all very 

exciting, but it can also be somewhat overwhelming too. You’re planning 

the day that you’ve been anticipating your whole life and yet you only get one 

shot at it. By the time you get the hang of it, the planning is over.  Our goal as 

wedding photographers is to make this one aspect of the planning process 

simple. Photography is more than just images, it’s a real part of your day. You 

deserve beautiful images along with an amazing photographic experience.  

The goal of this guide is to help you organize your wedding day and have the 

best experience possible. We are beyond excited to be working with you!

Here’s to an amazing time of planning your perfect wedding... Cheers!  
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Now that you have picked a date, a photographer and 

probably a venue as well, you can celebrate! Those are 

some of the toughest decisions in wedding planning 

and you can cross them off your list! Hooray! Now 

onto the fun stuff, like your engagement session!

We encourage engagement sessions in because we truly 

believe that they are a vital part of the entire process. 

You’ll have the chance to get to know us during your 

engagement session and experience how we handle 

posing and lighting. This session will make a huge im-

pact on how your wedding day flows. We’ll arrive on 

your wedding day already knowing how the two of you 

interact, your best poses and how to photograph you 

in a genuine way. What we will learn about each other 

during your engagement session is so invaluable! You 

will feel like a “pro” on your big day because of the great 

practice you had beforehand.

Your engagement session can be scheduled any time 

before your wedding day. We normally suggest book-

ing it at least 3-6 months in advance to avoid any stress. 

Our Saturdays are typically filled with weddings, so we 

shoot engagements on Sundays and weekday evenings. 

We normally schedule these sessions mid-morning or 

mid-afternoon to capture the best natural light.  We ad-

just the timing based the season, in summertime we can 

typically shoot later into the day.

As you plan for your engagement shoot, you will need 

some brainstorming about location ideas. We love it 

when couples pick a location that is special or senti-

mental to them in some way. If you can’t think of any-

where specific that you would like to shoot, we can 

help you decide on a great local location. As long as 

the light is adequate, we can make any location look 

awesome!  We shoot on bridges, fields, campuses, city 

streets and your local park. Seriously! Do not shy away 

from crazy ideas! The more creative, the better! Be sure 

to keep reading to find out more about outfit ideas and 

inspiration.
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It is always a little intimidating to have your picture taken, even if it’s just a photo on a friend’s iPhone. Everybody still wants to 

look nice and make sure their hair is behaving! We realize that preparing for your engagement session can be a little overwhelm-

ing. Here are some tips for outfits and accessories that will make the engagement shoot preparation a little more manageable.

• Dress to Impress.  Step it up a notch and don’t be afraid to 
wear a nice a dress & sport jacket.  Take the time to look 
your best and capture some amazing portraits of you!

• Don’t try to match! Pick outfits and accessories that co-
ordinate instead. If everyone wore the same exact color at 
their engagement shoot, how boring would those images 
be?

• Don’t be afraid to be a little bold! Accessorize and make 
your outfits your own! Scarves, bold necklaces and fun 
shoes are always welcomed!

• Patterns are actually okay! However, graphics are not fa-
vorable for portraits. If you’re wearing a pattern, make sure 
it’s not overwhelming and distracting.

• Avoid distracting accessories.
• Empty your pockets!  Literally. You don’t want to have key 

chains or phones showing through your pockets. (This is 
for the guys!)

• Most often, couples like to have one casual, every day out t and then 
one outfit that is dressier. This will give your shoot two totally differ-
ent “looks”. We recommend beginning with the dressy outfit first.

• Make sure you’re comfortable in what you’re wearing. And ladies, if 
the top is super low cut, that will limit the amount of angles we can 
shoot from.

• Be on time.  The sun is only out for so long.  The later you arrive, the 
less time we have to shoot. And nobody wants that!

• Clean the Ring.  We love to shoot a few rings shots while you 
change outfits.  The cleaner the better!

• Relax!  You don’t have to be a pro at this!  We are going to help you 
along the way and it’s going to be a blast. Enjoy this time together 
and make a date out of it. Plan dinner afterwards and celebrate!
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Your first look                    is an amazing part of your wedding 
day!  If you aren’t sure about this new tradition, the next few 
pages will explain why it would be a romantic addition to 
your wedding day celebration that adds to the experience and 
reduces stress. 
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We have confessed our deep love for “First Looks” numerous times on our blog and we tend to point them out in every preview post.  

After experiencing over a hundred weddings, the benefits of the First Look are significant enough that every bride should seriously 

consider this new tradition.  However, people sometimes get caught up in how “un-traditional” it is and they immediately write it off. 

We can talk about those brides because Lana was almost one of them:

“I wanted a reaction. I wanted Jack to be so surprised and overcome with joy when I walked down the aisle that he bawled at the first 

sight of me! Isn’t that every girl’s dream? Who doesn’t want that reaction? Luckily, I was able to have the best of both worlds because 

Jack and I decided to share an intimate “First Look” moment on our wedding day.  It was a moment that I will treasure for a lifetime!”

After experiencing our own wedding and shooting many others, we have concluded that most brides like the “traditions” associated 

with their Wedding Day.  What a bride desires even more when it comes to her groom is seeing the true emotional reaction when he 

sees her for the first time. Couples that are not interested in a “First Look” usually believe that seeing each other beforehand will lessen 

that reaction.  They also assume that it will not be as emotional or as intimate coming down the aisle after a “First Look”. We have found 

the exact opposite is true! Everyone knows that wedding days are a bit stressful for the bride and groom.  The whole day is focused on 

them alone, they need to look their best, they need to be on time, the groom has no idea what side the boutonniere is supposed to go on 

and little by little... the tension grows quickly..

The groom, who started his day playing a round of golf, is now starting to feel a little anxious.  The gravity of the ceremony starts to sink 

in. So what happens next?  The groom is tucked away in a little room, alone, waiting for the coordinator to call him out. It seems like 

it’s taking forever. With clammy hands, the groom finally enters the ceremony and what does he find? He sees anywhere from 80-300 

people and they’re all looking where? Right at his face. Everyone has expectations and anticipation about his first reaction.  This is the 

furthest thing from a private, intimate moment. Sure, it’s so powerful and so wonderful.  We agree that walking down the aisle was one 

of the best parts of your wedding day! It’s magical! However, when Lana walked down the aisle, Jack wasn’t a nervous wreck, because he 

spent the morning with her and their best friends.  The pressure was off. By the time our ceremony rolled around, he was ready to enjoy 

our beautiful day!  The nerves were gone and when the nerves are gone. 

True emotions are free to be expressed at the First Look. So to condense what we just wrote above…  Grooms normally become 

incredibly nervous on wedding days even if they seem cool and collected. For most grooms, the nerves kick in before they see their 

bride. When they finally see her, everything becomes very real. So when the nerves start creeping up, instead of keeping the groom 

in a secluded space until the time to enter the ceremony, what if you took him to a private place with no people, no on-lookers, no 

distractions and you let his beautiful bride, the love of his life, walk up to him and gently tap his shoulder?  He would turn around 

and finally get his first look at his stunning bride and not only would he get to see her, he could embrace her, cry with her, kiss her, 

and truly enjoy that moment with her for as long as they wanted.  As she shows him her dress, twirls a few times and then asks 

“What do you think?”... his nerves start to diminish. After all, she’s the one that can make him most comfortable and put him at ease.

There is no time crunch now, so they casually move into their romantic portraits. Nobody is around, the coordinator isn’t announc-

ing “15 minutes left”, and there is no pressure. It’s just the two of them and their photographer capturing the excitement and the joy 

of their wedding day.  This is their time to be together and to be alone. When does that happen on a wedding day? Without a “First 

Look”, it doesn’t. After their romantic portraits are done, they meet up with their best friends.  Their bridal party joins them and 

because they still have plenty of time to spare, the bride touches up a little makeup while the guys act like guys. After a few minutes 

the bridal party portraits begin and they’re fun!  They’re fun because there is time to make them enjoyable.  There aren’t any guests 

waiting impatiently at the cocktail hour and there isn’t a DJ coming to find the photographer to get a time check. It’s wonderful!

After portraits are done, the girls and guys separate and prepare for the ceremony.  The guests begin to arrive and the ushers are in 

place. Pretty soon it’s time for the processional music to begin and, one by one, the bridesmaids make their way down to the front of 

the ceremony. As the groom clasps his hands, they aren’t clasped out of nervousness but excitement.  The music builds, the mother 

of the bride stands and all of the guests follow her lead.  The groom looks up and here comes the Bride! His best friend, his compan-

ion, his sweetheart. She’s stunning! Absolutely stunning!  The closer she gets, the bigger he smiles.

Now let us put a disclaimer on here before we continue. Our clients are not required to do a “First Look” by any means. We used to 

feel bad for sharing this option with couples who were against it. We didn’t want to push anything on them. However, we have seen 

the benefits of a “First Look” over and over again! We only share this because we want the best for our couples! It’s totally okay if 

couples choose not to share a “First Look”. It’s just our preference to do one for many reasons. Keep reading to find out more of the 

benefits of sharing your “First Look” privately.  For brides not interested in a “First Look”, let’s start chatting soon about how we’ll 

create a special timeline to fit everything in!
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• You’re investing a lot into your wedding photography. With a “First Look”, you’ll receive 40% more portraits of the two 

of you.  These are the images you will decorate your first home with for years to come! (Our house is packed full of our 

portraits!) With a “First Look”, you make the most out of this large investment and get the most for your money.

• You actually get to have intimate time on your wedding day with your man. Most brides don’t realize that when you come 

down the aisle and totally shock him with your gorgeousness... He can’t even tell you how amazing you look. He can’t 

touch you, embrace you or even speak to you. You have to wait until 30 minutes later when the ceremony is over for him 

to react and tell you how amazing you look.  After 30 minutes of the ceremony, the reaction isn’t the same as the initial 

first glance.

• The “First Look” allows you to extend your wedding day. Normally the wedding day would start when you come down 

the aisle, then the ceremony would end, you would rush through portraits so that you’re not late for the introductions and 

then it’s reception time. With a “First Look”, your wedding day is extended by almost 3 hours! Instead of being rushed for 

your bridal party portraits, you actually get to enjoy them and have fun hanging out with your best friends on your wed-

ding day.  The whole first half of our client’s wedding albums are filled with images just from this time together before the 

ceremony.

• The “First Look” allows you to be together and alone on your wedding day. When we saw each other, not only was it 

intimate, it was our only time to be alone the whole day! We cried and laughed and cried some more.  That time together 

put us in the perfect mood for our romantic portraits. Normally portraits are a little rushed after the family formals and 

it can be hard to really get back into that “lovey-dovey” mode, especially with family being around! When you just shared 

your “First Look” together, you’re ready to love on each other and we always capture some super sweet images during 

those moments!

• You get rid of your nerves. We’d say, literally half of our couples who have decided to do a “First Look”, the grooms were 

not fans of it at first. However, because they have never experienced their wedding day before, they didn’t know how 

nerve-wracking it can be. We have testimonials from so many grooms that initially weren’t a fan of the “First Look”, but 

afterwards admitted to being so much more relaxed and ready for the ceremony!

SIDE NOTE: Bride’s, if you have never seen your man cry or get emotional, you can’t expect him to be overly emotional on 

your wedding day. Some guys just embrace their brides and never cry and that’s okay. Some guys show very little emotion 

when their bride is coming down the aisle and that’s okay too. Just enjoy this amazing day and try not to put any expectations 

on him.
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Every bride loves having those beautiful 

shots of her bridal details.  It’s an impor-

tant part of the story and we love having 

some time to shoot the dress, shoes, jew-

elry, invitations, etc.  These shots allow us 

to get warmed up for the rest of the big 

day. We normally like to allow at least 45 

minutes for this part of the day.  While 

we are shooting details, we  also capture 

some shots of the bride and her girls get-

ting ready!  If the groom is getting ready 

nearby,  Jack will begin photographing the 

guys getting ready close to 40 minutes be-

fore the first look!

After the details have been photographed, it’s 

time for the bride to get into her dress! This is a 

big moment! We usually ask the mother of the 

bride and all of the bridesmaids to be dressed 

by the time the bride is ready to get into her 

dress. This ensures everyone will look nice in 

those images.  After the bride is in her gown,  

she can put on her jewelry, veil, shoes, etc... 

and  Lana  will shoot some additional bridal 

portraits!  

This is one of our favorite parts of the wedding 

day!  We’ll will find the perfect location for our 

couple’s “First Look” prior to the getting ready 

portion of the day!  We’ll will make sure the lo-

cation is private and as secluded as possible.

Here’s the page that can be somewhat intimidating! The TIMELINE! We know this isn’t the most exciting aspect of 

the wedding day, but this vital area that can make or break your Wedding Experience ! The next two pages will outline an 

ideal wedding day presuming a 6pm ceremony timeframe.  This timeline is based on a wedding day that includes a “First 

Look”. About half of our couples choose to do a “First Look” and you can read more about that option a few pages over!  

Remember, all wedding days are different and your timeline may differ due to travel times and unique situations.  This is 

only a guide for you!

After the bride and groom take their time 

with the “First Look”, we will begin taking a 

few romantic portraits of them while the initial 

excitment is still present!  We’ll help find the 

locations for these shots as well. Remember, 

the daylight determines where we shoot, so we 

will decide on the portrait locations the day-of.   

As we shoot these portraits, the bridal party 

can start making their way over to us for Bridal 

Party portraits. 

Now it’s time for Bridal Party shots! We buffer 

in extra time throughout the day just in case we 

have some unexpected things that hold us up!  

One way to make sure we stay on schedule for 

bridal party portraits is to have someone put the 

boutonnieres on the guys before they arrive for 

portraits. During Bridal Party portraits, we will  

make sure to take some...

... great shots of the guys and girls both 

separately and together! After bridal party 

portraits are complete, the bride will go 

into hiding so that early guests don’t sneak 

a peek and the ushers will begin their du-

ties. 

12:00-12:45

12:45-1:45

1:00

1:15-2:00 2:00-2:45

3:00

Your First Look
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If the reception is in the same location as the 

ceremony, we will use this time to shoot the 

reception decor untouched.  If the ceremony 

and reception are in different locations,  we rec-

ommend having a cocktail hour outside of the 

main reception area, if possible, so that we can 

grab some great shots of your reception before 

the night begins and guests start laying down 

purses and coats on their seats.

It’s time to get married! Most ceremonies are 

30 minutes long.  If your ceremony is longer, 

we’ll make adjustments to the timeline.

Cherish these moments! Your ceremony will 

pass by so quickly! 

We’ll need about 30 mintues for family for-

mals.  We will send you a Photo Checklist be-

fore the wedding to help you choose teh shots 

you want.  We recommend shooting portraits 

outdoors when possible.   Outdoor lighting 

creates natural family portraits, especially if 

the ceremony location is dark! 

Family formal portraits normally take place 

immediately following the ceremony.  It’s best 

to save all of the family formals until after the 

ceremony, because all family members will be 

present at that time. 

7:00 pm is the best  time of day for portraits in 

the summer! This is when the sun is glowy and 

golden. Photographers refer to this time as the 

“Golden Hour”.  If we have a few extra minutes 

with the bride and groom, we can take some 

additional romantic portraits of the newly-

weds!

This is when the bridal party lines up for intro-

ductions and the party begins! By this part of 

the day, the timeline is more flexible. After the 

sun is set, your portrait time is over and we be-

gin focusing on the reception events! 

Our eight hours of service covers the main 

events of the reception and about an hour 

of dancing.  If you’re interested in having 

your exit photographed, there are several 

options for this!  You can either add addi-

tional coverage or plan a faux exit with just 

your bridal party!  We have great success 

with this and the party never stops! Email 

us about this if you’re interested.

DETAILS & PREP : 1.5 HOURS

FIRST LOOK & PORTRAITS : 30-40 MINS

BRIDAL PARTY : 30-40 MINS

FAMILY FORMALS: 30 MINS

“EXTRA PORTRAIT TIME” : AS MUCH TIME AS YOU’LL GIVE US!
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This portion of your Wedding Experience  really sets the 

stage for the entire wedding day.  The next few pages will 

share tips and  tricks to ensure a seamless morning of brid-

al preparation and beautiful portraits! 
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It’s the morning of your wedding! Hopefully all of the 

little details are taken care of and you’re relaxing with 

your best friends while your hair is being done. If certain 

items haven’t been checked off of the to-do list, it’s time 

to hand them over to someone else. Delegation is a key 

part of a stress-free wedding day.  It can be hard to hand 

over the decorating duties and all of the last minute things 

that need to be done, but it really is important to relax the 

morning of your wedding. The rest of the day is going to 

be fast paced and filled with a lot of emotions! Take advan-

tage of this down time.  There are a few things to consider 

about the “getting ready” portion of the day.  Do you want 

to share a “First Look” with your dad or any other person 

that plays a huge role in your life? 

Will you and your groom be exchanging gifts during 

this time? If so, who would you like to deliver them? 

Are there certain women in your life that would appre-

ciate seeing you get into your gown? Some brides want 

very few people around for this moment. Other brides 

love having aunts and grandmas present! It’s totally up 

to you!  A few other things to consider... We suggest 

putting your jewelry on after your dress is on.  We love 

shooting all of those final steps once you’re in your gown!  

Speaking of the gown, try to make a note to bring a fancy 

wooden hanger along for picture sake. If you forget, no 

big deal! We are  pro’s at finding wooden hangers at ven-

ues! Keep reading along for more “getting ready” tips to 

help you prepare.
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              he whole day begins with the details!  This is one of our favorite parts of the wedding day, because it allows us to pre-

pare and get our creative side warmed up for the rest of the day! We photograph a bride’s details in a way that matches and 

extenuates the style of the entire wedding day.  So, in some ways, the details set the stage for the look of the whole wedding 

and we love having ample time to stylize and shoot everything from the dress to the jewelry to grandma’s handkerchief!  To 

the right, you’ll find a list of the most common details we shoot.  We ask brides to gather all the details they have before we 

arrive.   We walk in, say hello, give you a huge hug and then begin with all the goodies!  (Please ensure your mom that Lana 

will take great care of the dress, we promise!)

23

{
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If possible, collect all of your details before we  arrive.   We can begin quickly and have 

more time for some “getting ready” shots of you and your girls! 

Sometimes, depending on the theme and “look” of the wedding day, there may be 

some extra elements that you could include when you gather your details.  For eample, 

if you’re having a country themed wedding, you could include a piece of burlap or lace.  

If you’re  having a rustic themed wedding that includes some wooden elements, save 

a small piece of wood for us to use when we are shooting your rings and jewerly.  This 

really makes for beautiful, consistent album spreads!

The most common detail missing when we arrive are the rings. Moms, officiants and 

planners will tell you to hand over your wedding band to the best man before the day 

begins. However, it’s actually better to hand it over later in the day, so that we can take 

some great ring shots in the morning!  If you forget, no worries, we can always capture 

the ring shots at the reception  if there is extra time.

Don’t forget the Bouquet! Have the bouquets and bouts delivered to the bride before 

the “First Look”.   We prefer to include bouquets in your bridal portraits. If it’s hot, we’ll 

be sure to keep them in water as much as possible before the ceremony!
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                             hen you’re planning a wedding day timeline, 

the best advice we could give is to add extra time!  Some-

times the most simple things can take an extra 20 minutes 

and then all of a sudden, the whole morning is thrown off.  

We have seen “getting the bride in her dress” take almost 40 

minutes because of a button malfunction.  Bridal make-up 

and hair don’t always cooperate and need re-work.   It’s a 

smart idea to add in an extra ten minutes here and there so 

that you have wiggle room to work with throughout the 

day. This way, if one part of the day gets thrown off by 20 

minutes, we can help you compensate that time in other 

areas.  There are so many different things to think about 

when you’re planning a wedding day.  Here are some tips 

for the preceremony timeline. Realize that every wed-

ding day is different.  Not all of these tips will apply to 

every schedule.  Most  wedding days will not go exactly as 

planned, and we promise you,  that is completely normal!

 

You will need your Bouquet & Bouts 

for your “First Look”.  Have them de-

livered to the room where the bride is 

getting ready. 

We encourage brides to have at 

least their makeup done before we 

start because who wants a ton of 

shots without their makeup on?! 

Nobody.

Jack will  photograph the guys getting 

ready if they’re in the same location as 

the bride or within 10-15 mins. 

Be sure to think about the travel 

time and traffic between all of your 

locations and your venue! 

W

We’ll instruct you to get into your 

dress close to a window and it would 

be fabulous to have your bridemaids 

dressed when you’re getting in your 

gown!

A 10 minute cushion every now and 

then is a great idea! It’s amazing how 

fast time slips away the day of! 
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Here it is! The moment everyone has been waiting for!  The music is playing and 

the guests have been seated. Ushers make their way to the back of the church and 

the coordinator is lining up the bridesmaids while giving the musicians a 5 minute 

warning.  The bride is about to walk down the aisle to the love of her life and if 

she’s like most girls, she’s dreamed about this moment for a long time!  Vows will 

be shared and promises will be made.  This is what it’s all about!  In a world full of 

wedding blogs, Pinterest and Bridal magazines, it’s easy to be overwhelmed and 

consumed by the “prettiness” of the event.  While details do matter and planning is 

necessary, it’s important to never lose sight of the real purpose of this amazing day! 
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Ceremony lighting is really important. If you get married out-

doors at noon, the lighting will be extremely harsh. Not only 

will there be harsh shadows of light on your faces, you will 

also be squinting. We suggest planning an outdoor ceremony 

two hours before sunset if you are having a “First Look”. For 

Traditional weddings, we would suggest having your cer-

emony three hours before sunset to ensure that you will have 

plenty of time for all of your portraits afterwards.  The lower 

the sun, the more romantic the lighting.  For late Autumn & 

early Spring weddings, the sunset can be early as 4:30pm!

If you are having an indoor ceremony, it is always best to have 

balanced lighting at the altar. We bring flash stands for darker 

locations, but as a general rule, natural light is always better.   

A soft, even light across the whole altar works best.

We have seen couples do so many amazing things during 

their ceremony.  We have photographed couples having sand 

ceremonies, knot ceremonies, and once a police officer hand-

cuffed his bride! Some couples share in communion while 

others light a unity candle.  The options are limitless! As you 

plan your ceremony, make sure you design it to be exactly 

what the two of you envision.

This is your day! You have the freedom to be creative, by all 

means, be creative! We had a less than traditional wedding 

on a beach in Saint John with close family and friends and a 

bunch of curious onlookers sunbathing on the beach!

The best advice we have for the program making 

process is to remember that not every guest needs 

a program. If you print a program for everyone 

attending your wedding, you’ll quickly realized that 

most families only take one. You’ll end up with lots 

of extra programs! Yikes! Also, before ordering your 

programs, have several people check it for spelling 

and grammatical errors.  Programs and the ceremony 

decor is something that the bride can plan in advance, 

but then  delegate the actual  job of setting it up to a 

friend or coordinator.  The last thing a bride needs 

to be doing the morning of her wedding is running 

around setting up floral arrangements!  This leads us 

into our next column...

Hiring either a full event planner or just a day-of  

coordinator is so important! Brides realize very 

quickly that if they do not have someone in charge 

of the coordination of the day, that responsibility 

will automatically fall on the mother of the bride, the 

photographer or the Bride!  When a photographer is 

in charge of the timeline and the coordination of the 

day, the images will suffer.  All of our most stressful 

wedding situations were caused by a lack of organiza-

tion and coordination.  It’s so important to make this 

a priority. If you need any recommendations on 

wedding coordination services we would love to 

share some of our favorite vendors with you.
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If we’re being honest, all of the wedding day images are important, but 

the real favorites are almost always from our time with the Bride and 

Groom!  These romantic portraits of just the two of you will be the 

images that you frame beside your bed or over your mantle.   These 

images will fill your album for generations to enjoy.   In addition to their 

beauty, we favor romantic portraits because this is such a sweet portion 

of the day.  For this brief moment in time,  you will be alone with your 

groom  on your wedding day.  You will have a chance to love each other 

and really connect before the craziness begins!  Romantic portraits are 

normally done before the ceremony (after the “First Look”) and  then 

we love  shooting a few “just married” portraits after the ceremony as 

well! This is when the light is low and golden! It’s such a romantic time 

for bride and groom portraits!  If you’re not interested in a “First Look”, 

we will make sure to include a lot of time after the ceremony for these 

portraits!   
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Let’s chat about your bridal party!  This is when 

the fun really begins! We know from experience 

that all brides want their closest friends to have 

an amazing time during their big day and we will 

make sure that happens! Bridal party portraits 

should be a ton of fun! After you share your 

“First Look”, depending on the locations and the 

timing of the day, your bridal party will join us 

for portraits. If all goes well, we will be able to ac-

complish all of your bridal party portraits before 

the ceremony.  This means that your guys and 

gals will be free to mingle at cocktail hour

if they wish! If there are flower girls and ring 

bearers involved, they can either join us for the 

pre-ceremony portraits or we can take one final 

group photo after the ceremony, before family 

formals. Be sure your groomsmen arrive with 

boutonnieres and your bridesmaids arrive with 

bouquets!
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When it comes times to select bridal party 

attire, our biggest piece of advice would be to 

shop around.  David’s Bridal and bridal bou-

tiques will always be great options. Recently, 

we have seen bridesmaids wear amazing 

dresses from everyday stores such as Macys, 

Anthropology, LOFT, Jcrew, Mod Cloth, 

Nordstorm and Banana Republic! If you 

come across a sale, it’s actually more econom-

ical for the guys to buy suits rather than spend 

$175 to rent one just for one day!   
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The party is here! Receptions can be a blast! However, it’s important to make sure that you have your event well thought 

out.  This is primarily the job of your coordinator and DJ. Your caterer will also play a big role in the design and setup 

of your event. Every aspect of your reception affects the overall outline of the evening. When we at the reception, we’ll 

touch base with your DJ and venue coordinator in case there were last minute changes.

The reception is a great time to capture casual photographs & we try to follow you throughout the party. Typically, the 

venues prefer that your vendors are served after the guests. We prefer to eat at the same time as the Bride & Groom in the 

dining area. If we are served last, expect a 45-minute period without photographs. Please talk to your venue about this, 

you are the boss!

Much like the ceremony, you have the freedom to make your reception your own. It’s your party!  It should be exactly 

how you want it to be. Here is a list of some key events that happen often at receptions:

- First Dance

- Father-Daughter Dance

- Mother-Son Dance

- Anniversary Dance 

- Money Dance

- Group portraits with friends

- Welcome by Father of the Bride

- Blessing 

-  Cake Cutting

- Toasts

- Bouquet and Garter Toss

- The exit of the Bride and Groom

Before the dance floor opens, consider calling everybody up for a group photograph.  Besides making a great picture, 

it gets everybody standing on the floor when the music starts!
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The fun has begun! It’s time to relax, dance and celebrate! Your reception should be a blast!  The last thing 
you need to be worrying about is your timeline. Your coordinator and DJ should make sure that every-
thing stays on schedule so that you can enjoy your night. Here are some tips that will help your reception 
flow smoothly. 

• Take your guests into consideration when planning your timeline. If you have a lot of elderly guests 
that will not be staying until the very end,  make sure you schedule the cake cutting at a relatively early 
time so that they can be a part of it. Grandma’s love seeing this sweet tradition! 

• Keep it moving! Chat with your coordinator about how you can plan your reception in a way that 
will keep guests engaged and moving all night!   Consider renting a Photo Booth for a few hours dur-
ing your reception.  Booths are fun for all ages at your reception and you capture some funny pictures 
along the way!  Contact us for details about our booth, which is custom designed for wedding recep-
tions!

• Make it your own! If you want to have a special dance with your grandparents, do it! Make your 
reception a reflection of who you are and don’t feel tied to traditions. Also, make sure you give your 
DJ or Band a “Do Not Play” list if there are some songs you really don’t want to hear during your 
reception!  

• Don’t get too caught up in the formalities and the details. Sure, details are pretty and fun to pho-
tograph, but they can steal the joy of the day if you get too caught up in them.  ( Just speaking from 
experience here)  Plan your  centerpieces, welcome table, etc. well before the wedding date and teach 
your coordinator or family friend how to set them up so that you aren’t even thinking about those 
things the day of! 

• We recommend planning your timeline so that you can have at least one hour of dancing photo-
graphed.  The guests that dance during the first hour will still be dancing in the third hour. One hour 
of  dancing will be enough time to really capture the joy of your reception! 

• Exits! If your coverage ends before your exit, you have the option of planning a faux exit with your 
bridal party. This is more common than you may think.  Instead of saving your exit until the very end, 
you can plan a faux exit with just the members of your bridal party and a few family members instead. 
This allows us to have more control over these shots and the party never has to stop! In most cases, no 
one even notices that the bride and groom are missing for a few minutes! Also, it’s almost impossible 
to tell that the whole wedding party isn’t there waving sparklers and sending off the happy couple! 
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Shots
NIGHT

The highlight of our evening is finding a romantic location for dramatic 

night shots. After the cake is cut, we sneak the newlyweds out of the recep-

tion. Usually by this point in the evening, a short break is well received!

Almost every venue has a great location for night shots. Capturing these 

portraits at the end of your wedding day adds some dramatic images to 

your portfolio; a great way to wrap up an amazing day!
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Last, but certainly not least, thank you for trusting us with your special day.  We are 

so honored to be the ones capturing  your memories and we cannot wait to celebrate 

alongside of you!    Enjoy this season of planning, but also remember that your mar-

riage is more important than the wedding. The wedding will come and go in a matter 

of hours, but your marriage needs to stand the test of time.  Continue to make time for 

one another, even with all that needs to get done.  As you continue to plan, please feel 

free to contact us with any questions you may have along the way!    We hope this guide 

has been helpful as you continue to plan and prepare for your wedding day!  

Love,Jack & Lana
www.NewEnglandWeddings.Photography
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